Submitted by Janet Landman, Jan. 19, 2016
A FEW WISE WORDS on URBAN DESIGN
Views of 3 Mayors (source: PD, November 8, 2015):

1) Mayor John Sawyer was quoted in the PD article as saying that:

REPLACING PARK SPACE WITH SO MANY PARKING SPACES GAVE HIM PAUSE AND “HEARTBURN.” 
He also said it looked to him like half the existing square was being turned into streets, parking and sidewalks.

2) Former Mayor Scott Bartley, an architect . . ., had similar concerns that the new council appeared to be bowing to pressure from business groups instead of being guided by good urban design principles. 
“NO GREAT CITY HAS EVER BEEN KNOWN FOR BEING GREAT BECAUSE OF THEIR AMPLE PARKING,” Bartley said.

3) Mayor Bartley quoted the mayor of Portland, who once said Portland worked so well because it 
PUT PEOPLE FIRST
BICYCLES SECOND
CARS THIRD
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Views of the PD editorial board (January 14, 2016):
"[There is] justifiable public dismay with plans for reuniting Old Courthouse Square that give parking top priority while practically clear-cutting the trees."

"This central space must be a gathering spot, not another parking lot."

Bottom Line: "PUBLIC CHOOSES TREES OVER PARKING"
