
There are some young bears in our area. Please help them to move back to the forest.
If You Care, Don’t Feed the Bear!

Your kind-hearted intention could mean death for the bear. Bears are attracted to communities by people who are feeding them, intentionally or not. You may want the bears nearby, but your neighbor may not. The state gets called, a trap is set or a depradation permit issued, and the bear is killed.
Bears learn that populated areas are possible sources of food and become food conditioned. Getting into human food  or trash even once can start a bear down this path. Aversive conditioning is used by biologists to recondition bears to avoid populated areas and eat natural foods, thereby breaking the cycle that draws them into populated areas.
Bears don't need supplemental food. There are plenty of natural food sources available. If you know someone who is intentionally or unintentionally feeding bears ask them to stop and give them this flyer. By taking a few simple steps, you can discourage the bears from frequenting populated areas.
Contain your garbage
Use certified bear-resistant garbage containers. If not using certified containers, store garbage in containers with tight-fitting lids and place them in a secure location where bears are unlikely to see or smell them until just before pickup. 
Compost and Garden
Don't put animal scraps or sweet foods in compost or mulch piles. Adding lime can reduce odors and help decomposition. Harvest produce immediately as vegetables mature and keep gardens free of vegetable wastes. Pick up any fruit or nuts that fall from trees daily. If possible, locate compost piles, gardens and fruit orchards at least 50 yards from forest or other sources of cover for the bears. Consider installing electric fencing around compost piles, vegetable gardens, fruit trees and orchards. Electric fencing is the most effective way to deter bears. It should be simple and as strong as possible. Use an energizer with a minimum joule rating of 0.7 and a voltage output of at least 6,000 volts. Use bait on the fence. Keep your deck and barbeque grill clean. Remove bird feeders April-November.
Pets and Livestock
Don’t leave food outside for your pets. Pick up food as soon as the animals have eaten. Keep beehives and livestock at least 50 yards from forest or other sources of cover. Bring livestock feed in at night. Electric fencing is the most effective method of preventing bear damage to beehives and livestock.
Why don't resource managers just relocate problem bears? Relocating bears rarely works. Over 95% of bears removed from their home range will find their way back, become a problem somewhere else, or die from challenges created by their relocation. 
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